
	  

 

I and my wife had a wonderful evening! The fantastic live band, the delicious food, and the musical 
intermissions - it all added up to a unique experience. The special ladies’ gift was one example of the 
thought that was put into every little detail of this evening. We wish we could attend next year's ball! 
               Niv Price, Israel 

 

“This was my first authentic Viennese Ball, which gave me and other Harvard students an 
opportunity to experience an age-old tradition famous around the world for its elegance, taste and 
good manners.  I'm deeply grateful for the wonderful time I had and the chance to try out my 
waltzing skills.  It was indeed quite a ball!”     Jennifer Haugh, USA 

 

“The Ball was very elegantly and professionally organized.  Music, food, 
performance, show were excellent!”     
               Sanjay Mandal, India/Germany 

“All e s  Wal z e r ”  –  Harva rd  c e l e b ra t e s  i t s  26 th Vienn e s e  Ba l l  

	  



On February 27th, 2011, Harvard waltzed through the night under the patronage of Dr. Michael Häupl, 

Mayor and Governor of the City of Vienna. The German-Austrian Caucus (composed of the 

German McCloy Scholars and the Austrian Fulbright Scholars) organized the 26th Kennedy School 

Viennese Ball, held in the elegant rooms of the Harvard Club of Boston.  

 

More than 220 guests from all around the world were greeted with a champagne reception in the 

beautiful foyer of the Harvard Club of Boston. The ladies received a special welcoming gift – a 

bracelet – courtesy of the City of Vienna 

(“Damenspenden”). The gift was received 

with great excitement and curiosity, not only 

by the ladies! The guests also enjoyed the 

screening of a Wien Tourismus video 

featuring Austrian landscapes, architecture, 

and culture. Guests of honor, members of 

the Kennedy School Faculty, as well as Harvard students from all faculties mingled with each until 

the doors to Harvard Hall - the classic ballroom of the Harvard Club of Boston - swung open.  



In this unforgettable ambience Holger Wilms and Johann Harnoss official welcomed guests from 

near and far and introduced the 

long tradition of the Viennese 

Ball at Harvard. They thanked 

all sponsors for their invaluable 

and generous support, in 

particular the Kennedy School 

Student Government, the City 

of Vienna, and 

WienTourismus. 

 

As a special guest of honor, representing Dr. Michael Häupl, the Mayor and Governor of Vienna, 

Dr. Susanne Brandsteidl, President of the Viennese School Board, welcomed all guests and 

emphasized the special role of Viennese Balls in extending the charm and tradition of Austrian 

culture abroad. The Austrian 

Consul General in New York, 

Dr. Ernst-Peter Brezovsky, 

joined Dr. Brandsteidl in 

welcoming all guests 

expressing his pride and 

continuing commitment to 

the Harvard Viennese Ball, as 

one of the highlights in 

Harvard’s social calendar.  



 

Guests enjoyed the 

splendid buffet with 

typical Austrian 

food, the fine 

selection of red and 

white wine and the 

live-orchesta “The 

Winikers”. Fellow 

Harvard students 

contributed to the 

program through a piano performance and an opera aria of Mozart’s “Die Zauberflöte”. 

 

After the opening Waltz performed by two Ball Committee members, all guests joined in for a 

glorious a night of Waltz and other classical dance. The “Fledermaus-Quadrille” which took place at 

midnight, with all guests participating, concluded an evening enjoyed by all. For many guests it was 

the first time at a Viennese Ball, for many certainly not the last time.  



 

A special “thank you” to all sponsors and supporters of this event: The Kennedy School Student 

Government, City of Vienna, WienTourismus, Prof. Mathias Risse, and General Consul Dr. Peter 

Brezovzsky. 

 

The Ball Committee 

(Katja Bratrschovsky, Philipp Essl, Johann Harnoss, Rene Vollenbroich, Pietro Rabassi, Wolfgang Silbermann, 

Berit Ullrich, Holger Wilms) 

Further publications: 

http://www.harvard-students.at/veranstaltungen/viennese-ball-2011/ 


